w’f o TT—
Z ;
i:z'l?/:;om Celia's oot Opes o} oed MOWINSIRI'S the egprossg

, qurns on and quieHy STEs Waling & cup of coffep

m?;“?ﬁ[g over o turn H«z alarm off, and Vaﬂeirie, SHll
asleep: munbles $°VHL’fWh% ond puks an avim axe und

(efio. Cekio- \AvaS, turns off Yo alarm, and sayys
| “You At @ef' me v Shzg,. Go bﬁ.ﬁk fo -ﬂeep, leve." I:efore
geting ont of bed- |

Celia gets d:.'e‘ssed od Qogs downstnirs whire o Wt cup
P of Com 1y wmhn? for hgr. Yo @ Speaker on g Kitchen
Slangl, an electronic voite $agS, “Good morving,, Collia

”6000( mor'Mng,, A"de.[ "Clia esponds, Picwﬂgupﬂu
Mg from where it 1ests under the COWf drip anal y
replau‘n% ¥ with Gnothar, empty Wng, “fows the werbug:

It takes less Hanm a SeCond for the AT tfo find 4 +
local weather repart: “Clougyy with an 80% chance of @in,
Slight Chance of freeaing. rain. Low of 18, Wigh of 36

“Blech" (elia, responds. Sk tkes 10 think of Albred %
b stong-faced pyHer Showha. onky a hink of asmile
in YeSponse b Wy chilolish banter: She ok o sip of
let. " Whow daw is it ?"

"Wednesdag, ! Alfred sty And Just a5 she (s qpening her
Mouth 4o aslk a follow-up, ¥ adds, “bartage day. is
omorrow!

"Right!" Cellia. says, "Vern, agod! Tank you" She, kuaws
WQ"'R:\?ME"Q% feels %\:\\uz, + mcw what she wag W\mklingf
T el oot
lagt in & row, bwk shg’s shill s
_ W “ﬁ (Eﬂ%efnw?w‘&cﬁ?s\\u K&eed W veal Yaovghts. She




T0KES Do Sip o4 Coffee, ang tun <oy,
me et grocenies on Wah hone !
"om%." the AT Says in reply..

At t30AM, wpstaics, Valerie's aflqrm%og; o3} Shg, b

with it for & minunre before hi\*‘dr\c} $nooze . ok '\
CWaITTeN 314, transterred here. from

Wriking. . rovgh dings. ]

":I‘HE END 1S NIGHI* iy shouted, Sonding. afop g, Shoghox, Waxing
s antennae wijaf,. Nobody tookud o4 him ag #y, harvles o). :
POUUS Seurried past B (onkinged

THE ENp oF THE wok.Lp!* [ete]

[Mother rpac, PASsing. by Shours something, mocking, which geks 5ony
lovghter from: te crowd.7

[oh' my god why are thur so MY Fo0chys iy iy wall of
house. I'm $o toncerned. Mol i%s actaiy o - ‘
Are faure & lot of oaches in VoV leyard inseyy

J thyqrd&‘ Ce ]
[Pcopher Roach: “Yowrll see! yoyy atf

: & -(‘an7.’ " ete.]
(For lohtv/ond of story, hopefully) with, ey Tor E— _
And Y¥wen, Sormavinuce, in .q Coom f‘m Oy~ Vrakddt-esque, &Lﬁyj

. -

Thn ¥hire wos o bright light, ond. iy Qo very, very .
(et oduscription of atopwic bomb]

Thin in ¥at v ybble fomtting Srirred, A gebble rolled down e
piie of olebris, and from vpayeq Cndor block, eventually, & pr |
of [unbesetming, finnotnous] antennag Qppeared, and wigaled

On by ont o, ItHe Lrown roathes climbed mu,w & Z:u

to survey the wvecv.age. Not & house yor hor
m??aloq nor Zq,rson Stood for as far as e eme wmld see. (derangid
vSery vhyme vibes] | 0 @ a0,
o we:,\{a WZs & lough. A weok, 042, ok Rrsh Yok q% ‘M voms
that erweted o o lnd, wneonimingd” guktaw.

. m
fAnsd to irs Sowe: DY Yo Crskad o fftming vOmAANKS of y !
;ﬁ—,, I

-




- Gldnodg, 10N b TV betwath the CrwmBled silver prkemae. Stood & single
(oCkaO\Ch. . _
“l was right® he cried, UHW\Q‘?"\Q,» with throes of lavghter, “ Ik 1yas

Ty Chd'- Nont of you belived M, Wk fwas f‘_iﬂh\_'_‘.n

The roaches stared ax Wim and \ooked at ¢ach othec tair anttnnae
waving gently in the aomic wind Cis ok a Hamg.?.] The mad prophef-
laughed and lavghed and for miler of Mles aroung his burbh'ng, chirps
were the only sonnd, A length, he lost hic bryath, and |us lavgh turned ts
a sputter and then a whimpes and Yen fo ndse (ess Wheeging as ke
' Sivod amidst the rubble. Av \ength, another roach, ong iq e large crowd

who had gathered, Spol.

W, you idiot it Soid, Thure WAS & sussurrus of clicking. as the oter
rﬂ.ﬂd'l-l.s Mmuerred thair agreement. The ﬂl’jf-c”"l?— roach géstured tv the
wide world are ynd Yhem, “[Fs hot- e end,” it said, “itc e b
- BWhat’s evon e poiar of W story? | eel & Wind of extstentialicm

around Prophets crued and ironic Journgy, that he. was right after ql
| but for e wrong, place/Yime [ pgople. Buris trak interesting, enough of o
- Cruel irony to be e gain Poink- ot a whole Sfory? | megn, regaydlecr,

SD/IM:%/Q\L;\‘Q like i Si\\y M\r@ will nOr be o¢ QUOG( ot The Raks of NIMK
3 2 — y
VALEKIE WAS PRAGGED INTC A EIND OF GRoGGY oRAY

(onscionsness aF F0BAM by i BLPS of an alarnn ¢lock. She

| rolleol over, rehching o e, Ly 215 trap she realized
— finoters, nothing. It W1 - ’
fhf ’;fﬂ:?:l ”Zm J;%// Go ("} an'a/ d/"{lﬁe A AMZ(;?;/‘D Hrh
o poink gn He opPosiFe Side ¢f e be
‘W MCﬂmed hrselt 1110 Thot Colof (pot, M- AL
Ilﬂo)%;{ e bed ﬁﬂmbh—)’l} Wfﬂ" he M@rn"/ ﬂ"?"‘g’
0p hold vy W bnfron A 681 ng

£ T \
desperostdy Fo W - fired, and twn,
to becanse Sk W“’/ {?;{f_z, bying, Hore. CoAd

€gfnning*

hwe TV was WAY™M

| &% ovn(:or;nfwi’able o fall back dgi.“’ | l“_% LV_
‘AL o vadeyie —> e A¥ and  mgehng

{ny, Colion, in the nioldle.]



wonts lying e, she hare
e on. (R hoad lik:{( W et he waker %{La«{ﬁf“"”"
nukes before gethng i, ond After wl]:?r
Yng, Mo vse hadt (eavnedh o Ankicipate s, o y
on W Sho wex in qdvancé o v wdas aﬁread%— wqg’
g v Cdia wan’re?lw fcvmc}ei— -mL e T;;
‘ A dimm bedroom, TG Qlpuf

Z:”mgylefcwfdﬂ‘}« clins alorm /ma/n'{f wolun 'Z:;bumr

nr Wuad b 00 AM wale-ue FMG, Hrpof &

wo v Waker left. "Smart tomd" deed.

M A Voderie was awakt eough to reafize
Yo, wasn't GO back to Sleep. e got onr of
beo . Thed off the shower. went downs tary

o e Wikchan, whirt & cold Cup oE: coffee sab
wdr Yo Cpovik Mg, espresso maching

VWI@ - EFW ‘g’@“ﬂ/ fa ¥ Aown ok ne, U;[mkfrof?j
Good movrirg, valrit am ele cvonic VO Cl hiammad fagh
e Closect Speaur. voderie igmoved i After a few |
morunts the voicts 43 ig dhed ¢ f/ﬁo,\m@(l confiaed |
s weathor i poctty clondly, with 4 high o 77 wds g
/oW 4’25. ;‘
" digh't ask for the weather Voderie Sad feotdly/
irritared [ malicionely.

No response firgmm the house. valerie sighed awd [ookd
oOwn af ty Screen embeddeol M fae i [ aued. 0%
hr e contack, it i ckared to lige and P

i

S SuA
St had stopped taree dosys 050 ’“&j%
Cosswerdl owaky amd chg cledl hor LSS A3 ™




“unrgad nohbicakons. Bur e Smact tome had
only. 3 A4S im,oor{'@fzk Q\O@ﬂ,wl
V

erie eperedRTsEoRt, didnt Want to read fm

in e kitchen . She went into the living, root, where

thart were Shll emphy gLasses Jrom the naghs Lefore. The
Roomba Spun 1f5 QMQ@I helplessly., Stycl on the wodded-
up Sleeve o} haw AL Jefk on g floor Vaderie sakF
1 et ke Corur” o} L couch and meoved &

pmp Cvs iy the $ide mble, f'gmon'qg, g
House!s noti i canams, sensing e Cups’ RFID 235
remc'rw'ng, hor o rttun fhom o the AfsAwashed.

Ohe Dy ungd lhf\?orkm'\\’ Nok f catnon #1. o text
CH E/@?}fg hope houre holodng. %{/a okay. Can't /'{Wyr'm

whak youre P0G through. Give #& & cal (7
y want fo el [} mhst—

ader ctracted by the VoL of e Smark
Vaderie was A a%gpmmm e mantelpiece.

fome, emanaft om .
| /'V{’Oﬂ@rig, Celia Z%;n?gd me fo 1 emnd byon That today
/$ ¥ 2y -
| Vﬂﬁ Sé\jff@jo( iNkD SpAace, MHWY\%. W# A gqréye 2.
She didnt readize S hadnt ceplied unhl the house
L OSled, & M Jant my 10 remind o GG i

an Hhour =

o valerie Budl Curtly- S iofad, MASered kot ey,
ond rose. She drifted o thy garngty Wt b
| dpor beoam openng automatically. I
o paiama she. walked bo e cald curb. By
A g, S g back ingidL W fhin was



R S

;Wlmb e wind. fs e closed g
) nﬁa she reodized with pomic %ZP
coudol hear the offee maching Mg, %{’q

5 . . 'P .
a7 Wh;;m — | affff " Veing, oo
e, o Sop (e house jrom pOUTG & secand ¢,
03/ CO%&Q iy the drmda.—w, Co‘o(, 3\““‘ cup.

g sam el btiors On g, Coffee -naber il

Sto H’eﬂf Pomr/'h%, dumped the MVL? o the Sinde, apof

nggq_d o buron On the closest qgess I”M ko

Sy e MY while Fhe wiped down iy
4 bo¥wer Yo change her shirk

Comnkr. She dudn |
| g& Sloanes oW stajrngd  brown. e wrned h

pe lvingcaam Lahosd, ond, \eawgically. glongd

(st o} hur P esseyt
M/:/%as/' 0 09 2d D b home, ot 10ast

et e one s, gy 4
D m e (maeh, Wit mmoving fo twrn it of}-

3/11/ 2 B ‘ ?
She was o houge-fhipper A shed just struck gold. Ir was & |

Victorian-style home owk in the suburbs, 4 Lew acres ofw
M@C\'ed-ﬂarden-hmd"“"&f?ﬁ on @ach cide Shielding Fol
from the neighbors. Ty ondy. evidence of s existonce Wa! ”{‘;
driveway., & swall road with & by of rock wald o eitlr S
e remnonts o} o gate. Turee floors, four bedrooms three-
Ond-a-hal} bath Ol and dushy, and in surprisingly 4001 Sh%¢
Considering, tF hadict been lived in for puars. Shed, mandyl’
OJQI' it Eof' C,MQP from o0 COMPW’IQ, Wd

 Wivh the

i

[
&

ingnion. o} daveloping, Condos, Whe




LT 0 Wi Wun'd  bouadib i
A house It whin tauy'd bought it- Sk, ot ey, Atk

pow whak ty WA WISy

She hod f0 40 A weird way. avuwd e ack e firsk ime She
wenk insiol, btlause the by shed been given-a large bras thing
Wap l0oked more line 4 prop in & young adplt fantasy novel
W 4 house key— hadVtt Worked in e rysty Itk on the frond
dror [ b perhaps it WILL work m Hak Shrange foor in e celar-..1]

o | don't Enow. Thus fsn°F Qaiuﬁ, anywhare unhl | figure out LOHAT
is in the house and WHY any of this i< happening: Liking, & concept
does et & story make.

16/22
WNl22 o WE Saop AT THE EDGE OF A (EMETAEY. ont WAS A

ran, e Oty & Womane. TRE paan IaS o/aer—rof antient
owr azﬁ'm'l'efg,, as e other Humber s Spud bepmd #4s
back, ‘past pas prime TRe Woman was ro older thom |7
but Shy Was oftn Folel (by en SRE WS I fact fripng k
oA, more ofter tham n:ﬂ/') Har She looved s/ater Avol
o men pEren’f referring fo e ook in her eye Y 2
WS (o old that oSt People PV Grow o]dl enongh o
et Ik although CHL A hawe $hak [0k, GrA 50 a The
man. Ad thiy both bwort [ong black jachtts.
¥ was rar midday, bur a W ergird fyp A
Seted in, ayma‘? e Mght % & hailf cofaf 5y TC
. '}’Wo wre Sbm_ ”9' nor e cempiarn’s entrance, oncl
Huy were waiting. The Womm kept chicling, her pockRiudich
Watching, ¥t winmkes tick by WaC maove | oreshing. than
" Iaalu'n.? ab L tombstoneS, or ab the oukside of tha
croll chirch and e Hin oods arownd k. Sy wondered
f hﬁw much IDW Mw‘ be Wdﬂ”ﬂg bef.fvc Wdféedé
Withowr him, wiun Sh Spotred o szr? Coning f"w'jf
e up g Will, and e man Said, “that’s ki
and. Skarted  wallng, down fhe hill. Tae woman promyty
ekl e Wokth iabe W gasCaing and flowed.




© s, old friend,” ty oldor man Said .y
Hm Otw o & (‘tare,d”/—fvw are y;“"?",f"“ e distan b‘“”een
ik foo bad. Good to Jee yowy, Luca” ot Nt gy,
Araing, tht oAder man o & hag; The Wamon A,%:z/"% .

him, with intevect SHNAnG & bit- back. He Seenyy -
only @ fow years ole Han hewself, wdl was g ®
oo —shorter #han hustly wen. Light 70wn faj iy
eyes, and Clean-Shawer —haroly whak She PiCtured g5 :C
Hintgr: B wore Haic Signature [0 Slck Co0L, tuk W,,%’
& lighbwr Jormenr with large pociyts ok Jooked
Song whgy fihe & butthor’s jucket: Al while Lucas
Utont was distincHy Romanian, Sht Coddn't pin oo
txatule whaw Sids Atconr WAs. She gor i far as “possity,
}«ram Swedtn A /0719, hrne 490” when hr WWI were
(vt W by Lica nodncing her:

"o, lgr ML inproduce Hou to Elisabtth Elack. S’ e
Vampire ehun-h'n% Pﬂﬂﬂ% [ hold GHom abovt”

“Lig" S aupedet clarited, owd she put ouf her
hoand.
Sid fook, p In @ handi, seemingly unaware that
this was wot e usuak way fv reef 4 fadty, anA said]
ey o pleasure. Levs hope you live up PP Gucay depilion

o} You!" He Smiltd, parted hur m the thouldo; ond

$pid, “Sholl we?" wnile loakir% up foward e ?chafd.

fn be. Sarked frotig, up 4o il withowt” wadhing

m AnSWer.
Liz Startd after him diddapba slade-pwed, a5 Luca leb

o detp Sighe When W was 0w o earshet LUCR



“ud, "DowE Itk him et Fr
' o ou. He freaks e
rpuryene 7" Lit asied. She and Luca sw&;kea( “1”
him wp s hill. f"”OWM%
n . 5
: EVW(QOM." uca saud h(ed‘g-l mnd ﬂddm, it you shond
: : d hav
ennsylvarva oV p e
fgen um A‘l,' the Pennsy Governor’s banguek three

 "Good God." Sy wakchwed Sid trudge
v, 8 sherter burchar s coat
o Wis 1% blé't‘ck, wool Coak. "My pavents
wonld hate hins:
“Ue d_z_;g @ww om pou. well, on Sond people.” LUCA said
hr huead vi@oraws‘h}.

‘MFEVISN&E?, lowk Lie shook
“Thatr was 4 comph‘mnt ot an insulk | hold no

Shotle tn Mg OpIATIS of PPl Who (xhume Meiv

mllf;%l'twmsr orn 1o be thrown it sociod uncertdinty.
A o momtF ht fhrug;jfof ond repleddy "Foir erough.”

Sid by this ponk had reached e top of the
will, [ooked over the chuchyard, ond Stopped 1o
tyrn awround ard wait for fum.

fondy on fime whA you're olrtady 14k
sesigh called ot Fo him.

Siol smiled widedy: nell, ot o Y8 has to waflj
of o normal Speed ot wise T ot wouldn't
be able to (ool So menacing and br'ao.dgt-

Luca Muchd [ondly ™ 4 way Liz hadn' F reen

wim a0 before, aAd ¥ fney reacned e TP
callonced nand Aown

g hall e Stammed Wis (4754,
o Sids small Shonldw: Wha WA [ 40 withont

ow' l"l,gl'%pf?“
o "Youd be Vo "Sid smdy pla
¢ plainly, KNl grinwing, i
by SH grinng Tkt e

ah?" (uca




Y D s
pwil, "0 ak ltast you'd be wollitg very, vor, IWN

Luca lavghed 25ain, Mf thin Sid geshued fo 11,4

Churchyar® ond aAALA, “Speaking. of Py (nsityr— 4,

i o place 9 wanted e fo Che ce ouk wo?u .
vliz, would WU Care b fill Win. in 7"

“Yeg" (nea reviied, .
ondl Cxploingd as 1ne 100 Walked Byprgy

5 oo
Muﬂzem,fmf%, Pfpuy onHhS AGG I WAT A inor
% {’:'-ﬂ 0}‘ fpwn, ﬁffEW W/ff de’h /lﬁke. *

ldstioe MSt ou .
/Tncmple Ly were pPlaying along, the Thare rearty, 4y

werk Fo inveshgalet, thaly found 2 éo“{?'“ ».
fid asned. -

) it o sheleton. ¥l oefinitely, been dead for
ol Hhink 15 T body of L Pon ekt
_uh, apper; thok (5 ot a Monster

a locok hunter Y red a few 9ears age. Ht was

boy— WHO JUSAPP X
,,mu;rdir/:m had & Shor t fem (e;/ . ‘
pinaps Thak GoF 0 with 1+ ;,
tuea Sighed. "S14=" .
W, rﬁ;dw Sid foud, 'Ly me tesF your protegl. Why ~,;,

is & Important thot e was Jislihed ?”
an apolesehe lodk, She hept her cool, and

Luca Shot Lit .
Saud, " Because when weird things Started happehsy pesple

already had 4 Corpse MLy were eager b blame it on" .
Sid naddud. “Hm. Impressive. Youd be turprited of MW
Low antors —Capital H—actuolly. ger the pownt." |
Gygs 0. rabund. Y Luca Said, more oy &k G s
prowsd o Liz. "Fleae onknut " |
:"(N' ‘)Y‘iU\‘ Wxe WQ. Y \DOW:J . Proly@( bl'\ﬂ(kQ,,‘ Than "

Wwhin M%
g 7::
Recent -

Liz Shrvggt
A while. Te 1o¢



/Sil?{ ffaW’\Ld.md—?be-d Ui "
I g NxE few weeks shedp and other i
] ‘ / lives
4 gethod cick . Bur since no families :?C{L;re
ot 7 'people gor Conmump ko, o oné 7
Per i af & vampire MMAck unkil lgsk month
woheh all e Crops died. That's whn ' :
Avcided 10 track down meluca and me "

id Hon 1y got weird, right?" Sid asked,
“ocause | 9O Juca’s letter ot (013 after that.”
1\ps, ! sk Liz wesitantly: sien e arrived, we

bound out that people have bet” having. dveams.
mar & Voice, and See a

NfWﬁréf whore ey
i whe St 0N Hrair CHEST: Bur unlile A vampire
g Wan IS flly A corpse, ot lifeline,*and no ’
ot who had dreams L sick "
it O rovenant?" Sid ashed.
on iz sud plarly. uca

n| on't know what that 15
yward 10 crand betw €€ Sid

bk a quick SFEP _

Wld Liz W\d mjd, " A la'nd af erl«y -Hmng. And

swre, Sid, Tk pact o iFis ik a revenant; but wait
i

l aag’rS skhrmge’
Doy o fie peopk o, thare dreavnr soad ey
ould sl . votking. Hesh and Anar e s
was Sl ¢ Whin wo ke me;‘Wn, e
o s g s W ¢
") g Sturd, Woie ten inQus W

ooy gm0 tiest; ond Yeen 1 il G, i pur

de o Jo. I was just

|




e N 7 B I e
e Stone 01 O man's cst and.--" Li2 froiled oW a
CA looked Ak Somurg af e edst 2} g Gty

and sudderdy. ohonged (wse.
%47”‘/3%/&4, as 1} I/wﬂ/wg /'M(‘/?M%o(‘ |
A okan e woke vpr ¥ was siill flare:

S}d,/}?w/ﬁ a jarring speed, nged forward pick d up

4 rock, ond Hew ¥ wi’z,sg‘i:”"? f“” Al a-
. in e trees, WhiC n SUdwiu o

i)‘%ﬁ%gw morunfs Li'2 rea!/‘az:’ it Was a ;}ijnlg_

oot ub o hore ! Sid Shouted. (€ Teadied dnotuar vl
but e raven ook 0%} j'z?l"l@f S/IW/? ngﬁnce/ and '
Sif dropped e ok again. *

"I Sog yom brovnght Your friend” Luca soid.

"W not my Friend." Sid Seethed, “Sorry, Liz. This ven
kagps following. me e(/erywiwre."

"ot do you hews i¥5 the Sama raven?" Luck asked.
by o Was jotu’ng, bup §id didn't okt back.

"W bagd Mck. Ravens in gorarod.” ‘

Luca Scotfed and roled his eyes. Sid dicin't Seem fo nofic

“Socey® Sid Soid dgyin. "Anyyiways ok leaving, Yt fock-
tob's odl. | know Somuties oposts CAn move ohjects
bround, out l've Ver ard of a Vampire 0‘0"15, fak in 4
dream. And e fact tat v dloesnt Seem to be feedivg of}
0% them s strwnge, 0" W Stacted walling, agi, in fi
direction Hatny ol boen, MoSHy pACing, 10 Hink. s e
S bigan 1o folow, g Sidl, Yow merkond ¢ lier fhat
;\_“ WaS ¥alana, .
g Y X0 S0 poaple—dlo Yo know whAK S




S Soydng 2" L
Liz staol. hor heod. ")y wasnt S ayirg anything. W v
A Jisembodied Vo ce —Wough, | guess iF it werk
raling ho one wordd knaow, since it's MissIng
s lower JAW Buk vegardiess, its alk jusk a bunch
of weird founds— (ke wailing and Such’. K

l "h'“ Sid sajd. e WWX“* for & morunt. " Well—
coungls 11t &7 nkeresting case. tm in. LWohue dlo u?
Start ¢

p /5 crimg " Luca

W low about the Sene of s morning
e shonlldec

said, dryly: and he grabbed Sid by y
s.d Stopped ond Stambled, confused ard an struggh
ot Liz and

t0 Gtk Wis foohng. a5 e furned WAy

/oa?jd for ward. 4T’“L Wme% wmd ar ‘fhf.ﬁl:; oﬁp :\A
' A beews wWaliAn ownw

il ety 2!': foet was &

bip, but direcy

Slope.-

It WA ¢mptv ‘
oy 0% mnw silence, Sid urned back wward Lua

and Liz. He wos swiling.
iy saidh, " So s TS Gpind o be o of @ ks,

Be=a



